The  Beginnings of Non-Intervention
taries, the commanding place filled by Canning is due not only to the actual work he accomplished, but to his freedom from the prejudices of his class and his craft. Austria, Austrian ideas and ways were then the idols of English Society, and especially of the set which Canning, after his youth, knew best; by daring to be independent of the modes in fashion at Vienna he made Metternich his enemy, but he carried out much in which his predecessors had failed; he illuminated the British name, and for thousands of his countrymen for whom the subject had no interest before, he invested the records of international statesmanship with a living and personal charm. In his diplomatic methods he reflected the practical common-sense of his country ; he had as little liking in the abstract as had Pitt for Russian idiosyncrasies and Russian doings. Distrust of Russia had indeed now become a tradition of Tory diplomacy; that did not prevent his making a wise use of the materials at hand in his dealings with Greece; amongst such materials was the "Russian co-operation. No taunts prevented him from using the leverage which it supplied.
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